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Synopsis

A classic of Japanese history, this book is the preeminent work on the history of Japan. Newly
revised and updated, A History of Japan is a single-volume, complete history of the nation of Japan.
Starting in ancient Japan during its early pre-history period A History of Japan covers every
important aspect of history and culture through feudal Japan to the post-cold War period and
collapse of the Bubble Economy in the early 1990’s. Recent findings shed additional light on the
origins of Japanese civilization and the birth of Japanese culture. Also included is an in-depth
analysis of the Japanese religion, Japanese arts, Japanese culture and the Japanese People from
the 6th century B.C.E. to the present. This contemporary classic, now updated and revised,
continues to be an essential text in Japanese studies. Classic illustrations and unique pictures are
dispersed throughout the book. A History of Japan, Revised Edition includes: Archaic
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Japana “including Yamato, the creation of a unified state, the Nana Period, and the Heian period.
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Medieval Japana ” including rule by the military houses, the failure of Ashikaga Rule, Buddhism, and

the Kamakura and Muroachi Periods periods. Ealy Modern Japana "including Japanese feudalism,
administration under the Tokugawa, and society and culture in early modern Japan. Modern
Japana "including The Meiji Era and policies for modernization, from consensus to crisis
(1912-1937), and solutions through force.This contemporary classic continues to be a central book
in Japanese studies and is an vital addition to the collection of any student or enthusiast of

Japanese history, Japanese culture, or the Japanese Language.
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Customer Reviews



"The best one-volume introduction to the history of Japan in English" & "Canberra Times"Very
engaging history book. It draws you in through the experiences of prominent persons in Japanese

history. A definite book on Japan’s history." & "Goodreads

Richard Mason graduated from Cambridge University. He received his Ph.D. from the Australian
National University where he subsequently lectured on Japanese history as a member of the
Faculty of Asian Studies for over thirty years. Dr. Mason is also the author of Japan’s First General
Election (Cambridge University Press, 1969). Now retired, he continues to live and work in
Canberra. John Caiger was born in Japan, graduated from Sydney University,and studied history at
the University of London. He earned his Ph.D. from the Australian National University before joining

its Faculty of Asian Studies where he has lectured since 1966.

What | most liked about this book is that is does not cover only military/political history, but also arts,
religion, poetry, architecture, theater, and many other aspects of Japanese society that are essential
to understand this country.lt is a great book for those who want to enter in this world. Now | feel |

have the basics about the country for a more detailed study.

Very comprehensive and well written. A little more detail than | really needed in some of the early

chapters but an excellent review of Japanese history.

Good introduction to Japanese history. | wish there was more maps and illustrations though, and an

introduction so if you know a lot about Japan you might want something else.

This is a great short history if you want to learn the basics. A bit dense, but it covers centuries. Not
useful for Japanese history after 1945, but gave me great insight into Japanese political and cultural
history.

Interesting

This is the most complete coverage of Japanese history in an ebook i have yet seen. very

impressive piece of work.

Very thorough and detailed historical work. Slightly long-winded and convoluted at times yet offers



one the opportunity to learn about even little known or irrelevant facts about the formation of Japan

and its progression towards its period of modernization and Western-styled civilization.

Sorts out Myths from Legends and clearly delineates the centrality of the faith that death, even by
suicide, is honourable - a very strong difference from most Western societies.While some History
books of Japan start at the stone age, nearly 3,000 years ago this one at least differentiates the
facts that start nearer to 780 AD, with earlier material seen as mythological or legendary.l am
intrigued mostly by the colonisation of the Japanese islands and the analogy with such colonisations
of North America and Australia and New Zealand ( and several other countries) by Europeans and
the like, to the reduction and often elimination of the original native peoples, but the Anui of Japan
have some of their story told in this book.Do any readers know if the full story of the Anui has ever

really been told??
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